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UNITED STATES BALLOONING HALL OF FAME

A Partnership of the Balloon Federation of America and the National Balloon Museum

Candidate Information Form

Date Submitted: March 1, 2017

CANDIDATE NAME: Bill Meadows

Address: 4193 Cambridge Cove #2 City: Southport State: NC ZIP: 28461
Telephone: E-mail: airships@ec.rr.com

Briefly describe the basis for the submission: Bill Meadows began his ballooning career in
1969 with an instruction flight with Tracy Barnes. Tracy sold him his first balloon, a new
Piccard AX-6 that year and he soloed in October with his FAA pilot certificate issued in January
1970. He founded Balloon Ascensions LTD in March 1970 and trained over 100 pilots. He
completed over 300 balloon promotions nationwide. He started as a distributer for Piccard
Balloons and also was National Sales Director for Barnes Balloons. In 1974 he started the
National Balloon Rally, now the Carolina Balloonfest, which is still an active event. He flew in
the National Championships in 1970-1983 and served on the BFA Board of Directors from 1976
to 1980 and was active in the organization in many positions. He flew in the first Albuquerque
Balloon Fiesta and founded the National Balloon Racing Association (NBRA) in 1980 and
organized over 100 events nationwide. He was active with The Blimp Works with Tracy Barnes
and founded the United States Airships International in 1988.

Provide references: Identify two individuals that can speak to the quality and significance of
the achievement, and to the character of the candidate.

Reference Name: Sam Parks Telephone or E-mail: sam@parksqualityair.com

Reference Name: Beth Wright Smith Telephone or E-mail: pilotschool@lobo.net

PERSON MAKING THE SUBMISSION:

Name: Jim Thompson
Address: 9004 Murano Mews Ct,  City: Kissimmee State: FL ZIP: 34747

Telephone: (515) 229-5804 E-mail: jim@thompsonaire.com
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CANDIDATE HISTORY:

Bill Meadows

Notable — Accomplishments/
Contributions, Ed Yost Award

e Bill Meadows took his first hot air
balloon flight in Statesville NC Oct.
4" 1969, his Instructor was Tracy
Barnes.

e Tracy Barnes sold him a new Piccard
AX 6 in Oct. 1969. This was before
Tracy started building his own
balloons.

e Bill's first solo in the new balloon was also Oct. 1969

e Bill's FAA pilot certificate was issued Jan. 1970

e Founded Balloon Ascensions LTD in March 1970 (Z"d. FAA 141 Balloon School). The
Company trained over 100 pilots, sold over 50 balloons and completed over 300 balloon
promotions Nationwide

e East Coast Distributor Piccard Balloons 1970-1974

e National Sales Director Balloon Works 1974-1981

e Started the National Balloon Rally in 1974 (Now called Carolina Balloonfest) the first
year 36 balloons flew, which was double the number of Balloons at the National
Championships that year.

e Flew in the US Nationals 1970-1983

e BFA Board of Directors: Southeast Region, 1976-1979

e BFA Board of Directors: At Large 1979-1980

e BFA Events Committee: 1973-1975

e BFA Instructor Certificate Committee: 1976-1977

e BFA Liaison Committee: 1976-1977

e In 1971 Bill organized a promotional series of flight across North Carolina. He started in
the mountains and after 31 flights over 69 days which covered 377 miles he landed on
the beach in Surf City NC.

e Bill flew in the first Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta

e Bill has had over 1,200 flights in Hot Air Balloons

e Bill founded the National Balloon Racing Association (NBRA) in 1980 and they operated
until 1990. In the 10 years they operated he organized over 100 balloon events
nationwide and had a pilot membership of 760.

e In 1990 Bill became the National Sales Director for The Blimp Works. Tracy Barnes had
sold the Balloon Works to Sid Conn and Tracy started building helium filled airships and
blimps.




e Bill Founded United States Airships International in 1998

Bill still flies Hot Air Balloons and will be flying in the 40" Anniversary Carolina Balloonfest in
October, 2013 in Statesville. Bill has not had an accident nor has he had any FAA enforcement
action
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MEADOWS, William USA (1937- (HB)
See APPENDIX-BI/BK/BX. Professional balloonist
b: 30 June 1937, Lillington, NC.
e: N.Carolina State College.
s: U.S.Air Force.
p: Salesman, Professional B-Pilots Assoc.; Electronics technician; Electronics
engineer for Blimp Works-1992.
f. First B-Flight 4 Oct.1969 w/T.BARNES; First B-Solo 1969 from Statesville,
NC.; FAA B-License 1970; B-Pilot Examiner; More than 1000 B-Hours by
1983.
I: 1970-90, Participated in all U.S.Nat. Hot-Air championships; Developed
successful balloon "auto-pilot"; Certified first (?) FAA/FAR-141 Balloon Flight
School in the USA.
m: BFA, Board of Directors, Events Chairman. ***Epic series of flights 1971
from Rutherford, NC. Crossed the State of NC (376 miles) in 44 hours, ending
at Topsail Beach.

See additional information on following page
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The Balloon Warks 1974

BEmp Works 1985

Statesville and North Carolina Ballooning History by Bill Meadows

m%le ﬁpaze history i 1s about a special personal and busmess reEnonshnp between myself and Tracy Bames. Our independent
and joinf efforts starting 47 years ago gave birth to the sport in North Carolina and influénced the sporf nationally and world wide.

First I first would like to recognize the hundreds of fellow balloonist, pilots. crew. rally officials and vohmteers who have conmb-

uted greatly to the sport and they m their own right have their own history to share. There are two ple Twould like to esgec

Iy recognize andthe first is my wife Nancy who was always there day and night Thng my activities. For 12 years
was my main chase and ground crew chief. The second 1s Don Cline who 1s 2 native of Smesulle I? old high schoal

buddy. We were fellow CAP members at the Statesville rtin 1951-1955. Don later became a balloomsf and operated along

with his wife Jo the Greensboro BalloonPort. Don is the &11:( to have flown in every National Balloon ll\ and Carolina

BalloonFest since 1974. Fellow balloonist Dave Little it record for 37 years unfil he passed away in 2!

A 4
The stage 1s set 1961-1968
Tracy Bames left the Army as a paratrooper and in St. ve an mteres'( in building a hot-air balloon. I do not know
what tiggered his interest or the deta.lls of how e\'er\‘ﬁnng he took a mumber of cargo parachutes and i 1961
build an'one man balloon named “Old Lumpy™. It was basxcally a chan balloon (no basket) with rwo tanks. See photo top left

Tracy wanted to move to a part of the country which had geod year round ballooning weather. He did a research and found pied-

monf North and South Carolina to be his tt.;ppxck In 1965hem\1ted a friend Terry Wright an engineer and airplane pllo%
move with him to Chester, South Carolina to start a full time balloo: didn’t work out for Ter-
1y 50 he moved back to St. Paul in 1968. Tracy decided he needed to move to a larger ary s0 he moved to Charlotte NC.
A4
The Meeting 1969

Tracy was living alone in the upstairs of a large warehouse on the south side of Charlotte in which he had all his ballocn items left
over from his eatlier ballooning adventures. Read his bio for details. I met him there in the summer of 1969 and after a number of
visits ach'ed a great mtufist mthe sport which was non-existence in the southeast USA. Tracy had a vision of starting a balloon

conpan ped a vision of what balloon training, pleasure flights and promotions could grow nto.

4

The 51110.11( that st:lned n al] October 4: 1969
Thus flight set in motion the direction Tmcgml [y (; 10, took which give birth to ballooning in

Statesville and North Carolina. Tracy had build a custom balloon - V. 1zard of Oz” for the Beach Mountain Resort and was going
to drive ﬂnough Statesville to deliver it. We set a date and time to meet for Tracy to give me my first training flight. The historical
plaque pictured to the nght is located in Statesville, North Carolina at Newtowne Plaza Shopping Center, Exat 5T on1-77.

In the following month Tracy and I completed all my training flights in the Charlotte area and I became the first balloonist to be
licensed by the FAA in the southeasmn SA. I decided to buy a balloon from Tracy and start my own balloon company which I
named Balloon Ascensions, Ltd. Because I wanted a certified balloon (necessary for “commercial 0 [ ions) Tracy sold me a Pic-
card Balloon build by Don Piccard in California for $3.900.00 (1 still have the cancelled check). “Kitty Hawk ™ was delivered in
Jan 1970 and was the first certified balloon in the southeast. Kitty Hawk in currently in storage at Fn&'l\ Balloons in Statesville.

In the next 4 vears 1970-1974 here is what Tracy & I did independently...

o~

Tracy & The Balloon Works (TBW) in Charlotte 1

1. For more deals and exact dates commact Tracy but Bars & basicaly wh
appea i Charlots..

2. Tracy movod Srom the warshowss in south Charloms to a2 sbandcned Woman's
Prison 2 north Chariotta. A great place with pleary of room to woek . t
3. i here b wocked o the many dci moracons b wazed 1 ncorpore i e e v bk 6 doalars BAL and tho dealars 5634 over 50 Piccard ballocas.
baloon b wased tostant saniacuring LB bocm-.hmdFA. Appromed taloon Sciool it i The St was
4" Fly foundod Tho Balloon Werks (TB) aad brought i Tecry Wright, K Sefzn The school had bunk bods, kitchea, buth anda smdy lozage.
14 Dodds Moddock o sound ot e dovigmupport team fo i 2 compuny. ta,u.mfx-smunpam(m‘aau;ommwmhﬁuwmwwm
3. Pactura upper lof (top to bottom) 3 Karl Steda, Dodd: Meddeck and Tracy. !{mmhnuueﬂl“phﬁ'n offer maining 1o stadeats who wanted to be
6. This toam of four worked closaly togothar to desigasd and built the exporizental aimed in thexr bometown instead at BAL. Pictre to the right taken in Indinncl, lowa
‘warsion of the balloon which Tracy samed the “FireFly” balioca. 6. The FAA sat searly all i Balloon Desigaatod Exarminers 3 BAL t5 be mained.
7. Tais 1 the time period the Tianzle wicker basket was concesved and built 7. Oct 1-Dsc 8, 1971 T s the frt fight across NC (39 individual % covering
6 TBW buit 22 sold of balloons uadar the until the n Witk ‘oa the &t fight 20d on Oct 20 .
dosm  and s0ld 20 2 canifiod Iappea latar 2 1974 Scor for s St baliscs Sight Som NC Stare Campas. Go. Scort selscted e ciy
7. Dea Clins balloons éump 23 s lading spot which mads newspaper haadlines “Gov Lunds in Duzp™
'mthhﬂauD@ﬂ"nﬂﬂﬁr"‘m&ﬂmmwmlméﬂ“ . 8.1 fundad the Natiosal Balloon Rally oa Octobar 5-13, 19 4 23 3 reznion or the 50
$.In 1973 Tracy decids bs wantod to move TBW t 2 smllar city away from Clar- pilots BAL 2ad rainod. 35 balloons showsd wp! The £t 3-5 years zost of the Hights
et i could do lghts o o s ot e cony. o 5t dacien 0 e Fdone s BAL b =
Fom 1o Stataville i3 detailed bl 9. Kitty Hawk made i's h.:a,g.hm'wm.xmmmpnh-ﬂymu

— =il
Here is the sequence of events which brought Tracy to Statesville...

V

Tracy called ms ons dxy in 1973 and said 3e was getting closer 1o becoming cartified and e wan%d to move TBW 20 2 szmaller town maybe 30 to 50 miles rom Charlons and would I
lock wround the arsa north of Chariorte for a possibls location for im to comsider whilo be Jook i othar areas and be maeationed the cities of Mozros, Cancord, Salishery and Shalby.

For 4 yoar BAL (locatsd 5 s orts of Sl off Chipley Pzt Rand ) i Slights afiermoca.
‘mine samed Raaford a“uy_ 3 Piper Cub h 4 \u..y-mus..nymmnmmm“ﬁ: wm}mnmwmnmmsnm\-
Bus Staticn 2ad have coffes togothar e n-uuumswdfmm.m Zabls. Ho said bo bnd
cl;tnlm.ui:hdi&kubs xmnnd~mlmmnxknmupmxm?hdubﬂunwmu@dwuumnmpxuny citd because 26 was am avistor a2
i cabis b propecty where be 2ad Bis bangar, J-3 Piper Cub and gass airsrip & 2amed Riyms Asrodrease.

Sol et p 3 ueting borwsan Tacy and Rastod at BAL L isrodoced ths ad ot hre s alons . ofic. Af s s o s they cams out. ok ands nd Rastd dopared
Tasked Tracy bow and b 22 0ffer I can’t refinie.” “Ho is goiag to give ms the me of kis two chickan bouses. two out

. s, ..uupma.pum .nans*op-nmr Yhm\‘ph:.delndB.Leﬂyl9milnlpm So Tracy moved along with Teery Wright,
Kl Stofan aud Dodds Meddock to Statesvile i fate 1973 nd the rest & ballooming history.

i

The Golden Years of Ballooning in Statesville...

\

Bill & Balloon Ascensions, Led (BAL) in Statesville 1974-1982

1T contimued 1 mamage the BAL operatons for e 5ax § year.
2 nu.wmmvmaewmnmmua.&mpnmmwa.mx
Jedmnpol over 1 s
wlbml:.)ui*opm\ds ool ok romen Fo i it 3 gk o bt (O o oo g, s ot o Ao
el aad teiogpsc o e £t b e s~ 3. BAL bnd show oo e w3 vy 3 ballocs i sock e mmedin e
rFly Ballooms. This iiors, doslers dalivery. It was kard for studsnts 50t to by » Sight readsy balloon a0d
70's TBW bacams the lrget msamiactizer of 5ot 0 balloces i tha 4 Ervey s plr isnd 30 BAL bought s Py Baloon oo of e 100
. sdging out s main competiter Ravea Ballcoms located i Sioux Fall: SD. aized 3t BAL 50 bought 2 balloon durng her Taising 2ad befre esving Staterville.
4 Whan TBW moved Som Chuwlotts Terry Wright, Karl Stefan ad Dodds Meddock
contizued in their positions 25d were great conmmbwtrs to the success of TBW. A 4
3. Rasford Rbyns's wifa Auna bocame the front desk secrecary and she contribued Bill & The Balloon Works (TBW) in Statesville 1974-1982
T .hhn&vnkcalnu\‘mm&\‘dnon phozs 20d 2 3 visitor 15 17t s Ty ot Sl Ty 3 s of i =
f prosactioes of over 2 ballooss pe ey & Was ' busy placa i itk rh:h'[ncynhdn-bbxmhx\nmﬂsda
m:so-qb,mm-n avar .l mormane Wa had 10 e ad prosd et AL .manlB:_\oonsu:l:mh_\non e
ebiemes st e s e chick b s | B s L g g prmchary
L_lg_nm ‘building was added just for - wmrgmfm-vh*m“d 3, hhwfmy-gﬂwmlutvmwcwnnhxmm
: m"h“““‘b!“;""‘"l’,";‘:‘;‘“"";;m iy OO Twosld be the Natioaal Sakes Dirsctor for TBIW. This work owt wall for bots of ws
t fow yours of the Naticaal Balloca Rally at veat gradually 4 Wik s agamast and ciose woring withs Tracy Twas ablo in the
oved o Reyos Aseadroms wich provdd mor o andprking By e e 04 pobe s Satica wids aler mado wp of 162 dealers who
2N tha activiting and Vnlleon fizlis' s being kokd af Koy nmmhmanmmmmao Febraary 1979 was 2 record month with
9. Taitty B o i e ki e x skt vl o sy WMo 50 ballcoa crdars totaling $495,000.00. Tzs § 37 average was 10,92 balloons par mo.
| I

The Selling of TBW was the event that changed may careers, the sport and spawned new companies!

¥

Tracy sell: The Balloon Works in 1982 B The Balloon Federation of America (BFA) 197.
1 Ty el TBW i 1983 snd moved 1> Colrad fo sy b o 1. 1972-1976 while serving on the BFA Eveats C¢ Steéan
tuded mysals, xm.um_.Easmmnmml wh(humu: then.
rwyv.npu.smsmnamww all the experionced talazt was 2.1976-1978 1 A Board of D: itk Malcolm Forbes wit
2 Estar Tb\whudm-ﬂlnud:uulvmwhbdmrunlhﬂm Nudmxhummfxml‘ﬂudmhansmxﬂhm
3. The real with the dealars 20 balloca
mnmzmxmmm\xwm; just withacod o2 the viae. A 4
changing Bands a couple of times the name chizged to FioFly Balloons which s
nm!mbmsmsnh—\ﬁ Itis Bold together by thunrd"lmpbym i - Bill closes down BAL in 1982
the past and who's lovs for the FireFly Balloo: nndSpm‘u‘anqxh!hn:hx 1982 wmriy;eumv;ﬁ;nﬁ v nmh:mwmﬂ”m
binds. You should visit FireFly Balloons at 850 Meacham Rd zaytizs you are in towa. & u.“mmmr'm“ﬂ wm.ymm!pnumhd o A
A4 Mmmmmmuhm\cmx Eked the challengo 20d oppor-
= = my docision was 1 close down the BAL oparation 2ad move
Tracy & The Blimp Works 1984-Present Fotwand 2 crestn, wvdxa ndmnNDw = oveats and races.
1. Tracy moved back to Statesville froz Colorado i 196+ and founded the Blizzp
Works which manufacees a0d sals bl Elled Blizp:. Bals 124 Spocial S2apos v

were purting o2

nmmxmpmw badget grow 10 03 wS!O)OOOp(ﬂuﬂhSSOOW

o prize mosey. In sspport of the BEA all NBRA races waro BFA Sancticaed.
{hase Sortees s v i o thspor 2 Nor Carolin 3wk sodey. Afar S We kada saffof 13 win Tocated ca Nord Caie Strvt ia Smmevile
Tty sold TEW eveeyihing changed Tracy d | sdveoted out ia dislwess dec- 3 NBRA kad i own tacking airplass, 3 mumbes of cucks 2nd vakicles, o cwm
sicas and many ballooniss founded many new balloon operatiens. Don aad Jo Clize's :mmmn—mncmw(mdvmmdmm)hquon e, 13
BalloeaPort in Greemsbero tirived and the Carolm: Balloon Asseciaticn was found- =d
od The Nationa] Ballooa Rally was reaazed the Carolima BallooaFest 1ad contizass e TEE e il o oo s e o s o Emancial e woeld
your afier yoar. So o that st fight Tracy 2ad 1 zmade togothar._. Enndrods of - 0t provide the ends for the NBRA 10 icas iato 1993
‘viduals in 324 aroznd Statesville aad North Caroliza aro active in ballooning 2ad teas v
you thare!

= = Bill & US Airships International (USAT) 1992-1997
I 44th Carolina BalloonFest *=* October 20-22, 2017 | The lack of space requzes I cover this LTA ventare under 3 sparste prblication.




