Beverly Zanella

Notable — Accomplishments/Contributions

Beverly Lou (Sulzbach) Zanella was introduced to
ballooning when her then boss, Robert Zanella bought a balloon
in 1972. Having a large yard, it was decided to do a first inflation
at her home. At first, thinking him crazy, she soon was in awe
and curiosity had her crewing at every chance. The first ride had
her hooked! After Bob got his license, she was one of the first in
line to take lessons. It took many calls to the FAA to finally get an

: R 3 examiner to give her a check ride. As a result she was the second
woman in Oh|o to get a balloon license. (October, 1973).

She became interested in competition and did some local races. There was a need for
scoring officers, so she was approved by the BFA to do this. Starting at Peru, Indiana in 1976,
she did scoring for many local races in OH, also in IN and PA.

As the years went by, with more and more balloons in the area, there was a need for a
repair station. In 1985, she and Bob opened Falcon's Nest Repair Station, spending many all-
nighters for people who had damaged balloons at different rallies.

In 1980, she was one of the founders of The Northeast Ohio Pilots Association and
served on the Board several times. She was also a presenter at the association meetings and at
safety seminars. She received the Annie Pryne Award and the Gayle Myers Award from the
Northeast Ohio Pilots Assn.

Even though she lost her beloved ballooning husband in 2010, she still is involved and
hasn't lost her love for ballooning and for the ballooning family accumulated over the years.

See pictures and additional information on following pages.



ATIVATVAID WA

ZANELLA, WHO IS also an airp!ane
~ pilot, skydiver and skier when not ‘com- -

‘ pounding prescriptions at Wyre’s Pharma-
cy in Barberton, guickly got his balloon

pilot license and enlisted Miss Sulzbach.
manage1 of the glft shop at the pharmacy,

in his ground crew. :

“T was just a little af1§a1d the first time

I went up, but the fear disappeared quick-
. ly and I loved it,” she said. “I never lost

. confidence despite the freak incidents un-

til the day the Federal Aeronautics Asso-
ciation (FAA) man who tested me for the
 license said ‘take off’.”

‘To qualify for the test at Oberlm, MlSS
© of teaming up as “Professor Z” and

- Sulzbach logged eight hours of instruction

- from Zanella which included a 5,000-foot
agc_epswn solo flight. PSR

*

“IT WAS JUST like floating,” Miss

- ‘Sulzbach said. “I loved it.” =

The qualifying test took just ‘over 30

. minutes and it was such a good one that

‘the FAA official had Miss Sulzbach fake
Him for an additional 30-minute flight as |
her first passenger.

Now -that she has her own liceusé,_
Miss Sulzbach, of 639 Parkway blvd., is
looking ahead to owning her own balloon,

,beconung an instructor, and perhaps land- |

ing some commermal Jobs. =
Zanella, meanwhxle is looking for a Te-
placement in his ground crew. ]

Miss Sulzbach and Zanella are’ thmklng

“‘Captain. Bev" at fairs and carmvals next’

- Summer. ‘ 2







